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     SEPTEMBER 2018 INFORMATION LETTER 

 
WECOME BACK.:) 

 

 
Welcome back to another school year.  I trust you have had an enjoyable and restful summer holiday 

and I warmly welcome all the children as we begin a new academic year.   

In particular, I would like to welcome our Primary 1 pupils -   SHEA MCCULLAGH, CEÁLLACH 

GORMLEY, CLODAGH GORMLEY, ELLIE MCGUIGAN, AÁRON MCCULLAGH, AALIYAH DUDDY, 

KERRI MCCULLAGH, LISA MCCULLAGH, NIAMH MCCULLAGH, SAOIRSE MORRIS, CARA PEARSON, 

NAOMHAN ELLIS, HARRY MCCORKELL and AOIFE WARD to our school. We trust that all of our 

children will settle back in quickly to school life and wish everyone a very happy and successful year 

in St Patrick’s Primary School.  

 

As teachers will not be available during class time to meet with parents or take phone calls and 

teachers are often involved in classroom preparation first thing in the morning or on hall duty and 

must be ready to accompany their pupils to class promptly at 9.20 am, any parent wishing to discuss 

their child’s progress, etc. should contact the school secretary who will arrange an appointment with 

the teacher at a suitable time.  Your co-operation with this would be greatly appreciated.  Thank you. 
 

ACCESS CONTROL ON DOOR AND GATE- 

 

We have a security ACCESS CONTROL system on our door and gate which will operate from 

9.15am SO IT IS VITALLY IMPORTANT THAT PUPILS ENTERING THE SCHOOL AFTER 9.15AM 

ARE ESCORTED INTO THE SCHOOL BY AN ADULT TO CONFIRM ENTRY. PLEASE USE 

BUTTONS ON THE GATE AND DOOR TO ENTER AND LEAVE. 

 

 
TIMES  

 

 

School starts at 9.20 am.  Unless prior arrangements have been made, no child should be in school 

before 9.00 am as no supervision can be guaranteed before this time.  I would also ask that all 

children be in school by 9.15 am so that classes can begin promptly. 

 

Children should enter the school through the front main entrance which will open at 9.00 am and go 

directly to the school hall.  From 9.00 am a classroom assistant will be on duty at the front entrance to 

the school (most days) and a teacher will be on duty in the school hall.   

In the event of late comers ….  As the Classroom Assistant will not be on duty on the front door after 

9.15 am we would strongly recommend that all children arriving to school late are escorted to the 

classroom door to ensure that they arrive in the school building safely.  We would ask that parents do 

not enter the classroom as this can be disruptive when class has already begun. 

 

 

Also, all children should be collected promptly from school at both 2.00 pm and 3.10 pm as teachers 

and classrooms assistants have other duties and staff development meetings to attend.  Your co-

operation in these matters would be greatly appreciated.  Thank you. 
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BREAKFAST CLUB 

 

 

All pupils are very welcome to attend our Breakfast Club from 8.30-9.00 am at a cost of £1.00 per 

pupil.  Anyone attending the Breakfast Club, can enter the hall via the emergency door entrance of 

the hall as the main entrance remains closed until 9.00 am.  P1 Pupils may join the Club from 

Halloween onwards.  Please note that only those attending the Breakfast Club can be on the premises 

at this time.  The hall door will open at 8.25 am and pupils can pay £5.00 on the Monday for the full 

week or £1.00 each morning. We would appreciate if £1 coins or notes could be used to lighten 

administration! 

 
 

BEGINNING OF YEAR MASS 

 

Our pupils and staff will be attending First Friday Mass on Friday 5th October to get the school year off 

to a good start! Please ensure all pupils have coats with them on this day. 

 
 

RECYCLING CLOTHES BINS 

 

Please note that we are no longer using or benefiting financially from the two original recycling bins 

in the Parish grounds. We now have a contract with “CASH FOR CLOBBER” recycling service. (See 

information sheet attached). We would appreciate if you would use this bin for all your unwanted 

clothing instead. The contents will be removed weekly and the school will receive payment in full, 

keeping in line with our Eco-Friendly school ethos! The new bin will be in place in the Parish grounds 

by the end of September. 
 

 

OUTSIDE GROUNDS 

 

 

            
 

 

 

A big thanks to our Eco-council for all their hard work in May and June, clearing, weeding and 

caring for the outside grounds. We have a proposal plan with EA to improve and extend the 

tarred surface on the upper and side playgrounds. The proceeds from our fundraising events 

this year will go towards funding this project. 
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FEIS WINNERS – JUNE 18 

 

 

 
 

 

TERM ONE MONIES - DUE ON OR BEFORE TUESDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER. 

 

 

PLEASE ENSURE YOUR CHILD WANTS TO TAKE MILK BEFORE ORDERING. 

 

 

MUSIC (per term) with Mrs 

Sweeney 

 

 

FOR P1-P7. Beginning Friday 

14th September to Friday 21st 

December 

 

£8.60  per pupil (per term) 

MILK (per term) Beginning Monday 24th  

September to Friday 14th  

December inclusive 

 £11.40   per pupil (per term) 

(20p per pupil per day) 

 

SPORTS COACH (ROBBIE) 

 

P1-P7 

  

£6.00 per term 

 

 
 

PLEASE ONLY  USE ENCLOSED MONEY ENVELOPES TO FORWARD ALL MONIES TO SCHOOL 

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR AND TRY AND KEEP TO SENDING MONEY IN ON MONDAYS ONLY 

 

COULD ALL MUSIC / MILK / COACH MONEY PLEASE BE FORWARDED BY TUESDAY 18TH 

SEPTEMBER. 
 

DINNERS 

 

 

DINNERS COST £2.60 PER DAY / £13 PER WEEK. DINNERS MUST BE PAID FOR IN ADVANCE ON A 

MONDAY. A LOT OF UNNECESSARY OFFICE TIME IS SPENT AT THE END OF EACH TERM CHASING 

UP DINNER DEBTS. IN KEEPING WITH EA POLICY, WE WILL NOT BE PROVIDING DINNERS IF THERE 

IS MORE THAN ONE WEEKS NON PAYMENT. WE WILL CONTACT PARENTS EACH FRIDAY WHO 

HAVEN’T PAID FOR DINNERS THAT WEEK. THE MONEY OWED MUST BE FORWARDED THE 

FOLLOWING MONDAY OR DINNERS WILL NOT BE PROVIDED AFTER THAT. THIS IS THE EA 

RECOMMENDED PROCEDURE – DETAILED IN OUR DINNER DEBT POLICY. 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT FREE SCHOOL MEALS HAVE TO BE APPLIED FOR ANNUALLY.  ONLY 

THOSE NAMES ON OUR FREE SCHOOL MEALS LIST ARE ELIGIBLE FOR NON PAYMENT OF 

DINNERS. 
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SIMS DATA FORM (1 PER FAMILY) ATTACHED.  

THIS ONLY NEEDS TO BE COMPLETED AND RETURNED IF THERE ARE ANY CHANGES TO 

ANY INFORMATION FROM LAST YEAR. If so, please complete and return no later than Tues 18th 

September.  It is vitally important that you keep us up to date of any changes of these details 

throughout the year especially CONTACT NUMBERS. 

 

 

 IF THE SIMS FORM IS NOT RETURNED BY TUES 18TH SEPTEMBER WE WILL ASSUME ALL 

CONTACTS AND OTHER INFORMATION REMAIN THE SAME.  

EACH FORM MUST CONTAIN AN EMERGENCY LANDLINE CONTACT NUMBER. 

 

 
GENERAL CONSENT FORM- 

IN LINE WITH GDPR REGULATIONS, THIS FORM MUST BE COMPLETED ANNUALLY FOR ALL 

FAMILIES. PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN BY TUES 18TH SEPT..OUR DATA PROTECTION POLICY 

AND PRIVACY NOTICE CAN BE VIEWED ONLINE ON OUR WEBSITE-

WWW.STPATRICKSGORTIN.COM 
 

 
HOLIDAY LIST ATTACHED  -  Please try and plan holidays and breaks around these dates..          

                                                                              
CLASSROOM ‘PROMOTING POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR PLANS’  

 

As well as a general Code of Conduct for School, Canteen and Bus, each class, with their teacher on 

day one, will compile a Class Promoting Positive Behaviour Plan specifically for their class, containing 

rules, rewards, consequences discussed and agreed with everyone which will be clearly displayed in 

their class.  This agreement will be sent home to be discussed and signed by both you and your child.  

It is extremely important that you give us 100% support in this area.   

EVERY CHILD HAS THE RIGHT TO LEARN AND NO CHILD HAS THE RIGHT TO DISRUPT THE 

LEARNING OF OTHERS. 

 

Please note that we will continue with our CHOICES SYSTEM (sent home tomorrow with Classroom 

Plan) this year.  We found the format was very successful last year in promoting positive behaviour 

thanks to the combined supportive role of teachers and parents.   

 

 
BEHAVIOUR REFLECTION SHEET - This will only be sent home AFTER the matter has been 

investigated by the Class Teacher. 

 

Research has shown that incidents of inappropriate behaviour will increase -   

IF PARENTS DO NOT SUPPORT THE SCHOOL WITH REGARDS TO BEHAVIOURAL ISSUES, 

ESPECIALLY IF PUPILS ARE MADE AWARE THAT THIS IS THE CASE. 

Your support in this matter is, therefore much appreciated. 

 

 
UNIFORM  

 

This can be purchased from Kemps, Newtownstewart. Please ensure that your child wears the 

correct uniform to school each day.  The regulation PE Uniform ONLY will be allowed on Physical 

Activity days. i.e. Plain navy shorts, plain navy tracksuit bottoms and pale blue polo shirt. Class 

teachers will inform your child of these days.     

It is essential that ALL school uniform is LABELLED and pupils are responsible for ensuring their 

uniform goes home with them each day. 

 

 
 

 



 5 

 

 

 

 

WEBSITE  -  Please check online for all the latest events, and policies; www.stpatricksgortin.com 

 
 

UPDATED POLICIES 

We have reviewed our Pastoral Care Policies and Parent Consultation copies can be viewed on our 

Website 

 

All our Policies can be viewed on our website or a copy can be obtained from the Office.  Please feel 

free to make any suggestions regarding any of our Pastoral Care Policies. Our Child Protection and 

Safeguarding Leaflet is attached. 

 
E-SAFETY POLICY 

 

Tomorrow we are sending home an e-safety code of safe practice for KS1/2 pupils to discuss with 

parents and for pupils to sign and return. There will also be a parental agreement letter for parents 

to sign and return. This will include some very useful advice regarding internet access in the home. 
 

PATHS INITIATIVE  

 

(Promoting Alternative Thinking Strategies).  We are delighted to be continuing with the Programme  

this year, as part of a Shared Education Programme with Gortin Controlled Primary School.  The 

Programme is a Social and Emotional Learning Developmental Programme aimed at 4-11 year olds 

and is run by Barnardos.  Throughout the year coaches will provide in class support through 

Modelling, Team, Teacher and Peer Support.   

 

 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk  -  If you are making any purchases online from retailers such as 

ASOS, Amazon, M & S, EBay, Argos etc (over 1000 retailers listed), please go through the fundraising 

site – www.easyfundraising.org.uk  as St Patrick’s Primary School is registered as a cause and when 

you order and click on your cause, the retailer will give the school a small donation – as it says EASY 

FUNDRAISING – hassle free! 

 
 

SEN  -  Individual meetings for the parents of all children on the SEN Register from Stage 2 and above 

will be arranged towards the end of September, with your child’s class teacher. Teachers and 

Classroom Assistants will make out individual Plans and Targets for SEN pupils and these plans will be 

discussed with pupils and parents. To ensure that the targets are met, parental support is vital.  Mrs 

Grugan will meet with the Educational Psychologist in September to prioritise referrals for the 2018 -

2019 school year.  When these pupils have been assessed and recommendations have been made for 

extra support from WELB, this support will begin in the following school year. 

 

 
BEDTIMES  -  For pupils to reach their full potential it is essential they get the adequate hours of 

sleep required for their age. Bedtimes for pupils in Foundation/KS1 should be no later than 8.00 pm, 

KS2 – no later than 8.30 pm.  Apart from discussing TV programmes after these times, teachers are 

fully aware, by pupil’s behaviour and work rate, how much sleep they have had the previous night!  

As parents, it is your responsibility to ensure your child is coming into school, well rested and ready 

to give 100 per cent to the day’s activities. 

 

 
HEALTHY EATING  -  Please see Policy on-line– We operate a Healthy Eating Policy in the school for 

both break and lunches – again this has an enormous effect on pupils learning and behaviour.  Pupils 

are advised to bring a bottle of water each day.  Please see Policy on the website for recommended 
foods. As stated in our Policy, fruit/veg/yogurt/nuts only are to be eaten at break-time. 

In response to our parent questionnaire, there will be a non-consumable option for Friday treats and 

all other awards throughout the year will be of the non-consumable variety. Please see Lunchbox 

Planner attached. 

http://www.stpatricksgortin.com/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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DINNER MENU – See attached. 

 

SHARED EDUCATION – CASE Peace Funding – We are delighted to get funding approval for a 

further year for our P4/5 programme with St. Peter’s P.S. and Gortin Controlled P.S. Please see 

provisional dates Programme below; 

 

P4/5 SHARED EDUCATION 18/19 (Provisional) 

          
DATE ACTIVITY 

3/10/18 BONDING DAY – OWENKILLEW CENTRE 9.30 – 12.00 

8/10/2018 

& 15/10/2018 

ICT ANIMATION IN  

TECHNOLOGY CENTRE  OMAGH  10 – 12 ON BOTH DATES 

 

15/1/2019 

 

W5 TRIP – TOPIC  - “INTO LIGHT”   

5/2/19 & 26/2/19 FOLLOW-UP STEM LESSONS IN GORTIN CONTROLLED P.S. 

12/3/19 & 9/4/19 & 

16/4/19 

DRAMA – LIGHTS CAMERA CONFIDENCE WITH ANDREA 

O’ROURKE  

 

21/5/2019 CELEBRATION TRIP TO TODDS LEAP 11.00 – 1.30PM 

 

 
 

TODDS LEAP – END OF YEAR SHARED EDUCATION TRIP 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

PHONING HOME  -  Now that we have very strong communication links with home and school via 

the website, Newsletters and Texting Services, and to encourage PUPILS SELF MANAGEMENT, we will 

be discouraging pupils from using the school phone to phone home in cases where they have 

forgotten something that they have been reminded of previously.   

It is important that pupils take responsibility for and plan for the next day’s activities and if we  

continue to allow them to phone home, their Self Management Skills will not develop.  Please ensure 

that your child has their bag packed in the evening time for the next day and encourage them to 

check their homework diary for any extra notes. 
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HOMEWORK  -  Please check  your child’s Homework Diary each evening and sign.  Please also 

listen to their reading daily.  From Primary 3, during the first week in school, pupils will do their 

Homework in class, so that teachers can establish what standard of presentation they expect and also 

judge how long it is taking. We will also be allocating one evening per week to our online Literacy 

Programme “Reading Eggs” and our online Numeracy Programme “Mathletics”.    

 

 

 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL BOOKS ARE BACKED AND HOMEWORK IS SIGNED EACH NIGHT. 

 
 

 

HW MARKING 

 

  Very good                          Quite Good                       Lacks effort 

 

 

 

If needed, teachers will add a supporting comment of how work could be improved. 

 

 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CHECK AND SIGN HOMEWORK EACH EVENING.. EVEN IF HOMEWORK HAS 

BEEN SUPERVISED BY SOMEONE ELSE. 

ALSO TRY TO SET TIME ASIDE EACH EVENING TO LISTEN TO YOUR CHILD’S READING  

 

 

….AND MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL …TAKE A FEW PRECIOUS MOMENTS EACH EVENING TO 

SWITCH OFF ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES AND SPEND THE TIME INSTEAD READING AND CHATTING 

TO YOUR CHILD ON A ONE TO ONE WHILE THEY STILL WANT TO DO IT!!:) 

 

 
EXTENDED SCHOOLS FUNDING – We are delighted to receive some extended schools funding this 

year …DETAILS OF OUR EXCITING PROGRAMME WILL BE SENT OUT NEXT WEEK. 

 
 

PICKING UP/DROPPING OFF PUPILS....FOR THE SAFETY OF OUR PUPILS, WE WOULD ASK THAT 

CARS ARE NOT PARKED CLOSE TO THE SCHOOL GATE ...PLEASE DROP OFF OR PICK UP AT A SAFE 

DISTANCE AWAY FROM THE GATE ... 

 

 

Please see checklist overleaf and complete & return by Tuesday 18th September with 

payments and consent forms. 
 

Many thanks. 
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We would really appreciate if you would include this checklist with all the correspondence to be 

returned.   

 

CHECKLIST – 

TO BE RETURNED ON OR BEFORE TUES 18th SEPTEMBER  

 
Please include this checklist with the following ………. 

 

    PLEASE 

TICK 

BOX 

1 MUSIC MONEY P1-P7  £8.60  

2 MILK MONEY COST FOR EACH 

PUPIL 

£11.40  

3 COACH MONEY (Robbie) P1-P7 £6.00  

4 SIMS FORM (with 

landline contact) 

1 FORM PER FAMILY 

(Only complete and 

return if you are a new 

family or there are any 

changes from last 

year). 

  

5 GENERAL CONSENT 

FORM 

P1-P7   

 

 

 

SIGNED:  ______________________________ (parent/guardian) 

 

CHILD/CHILDREN’S NAME:   

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 


























