PARENT NEWSHEET DECEMBER 2019
Once again, December is another busy month here at St.
Patrick’s Primary School so please take a note of these dates for
your diary.
THURSDAY 19TH DECEMBER – CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
We would appreciate if you could make a big effort to sell as
many tickets as possible for our raffle and forward them to the
school before this date. Any donations for the raffle will be
greatly appreciated. We have forwarded donation request
letters to family and local businesses.
CHRISTMAS MASS – WEDNESDAY 18TH DECEMBER at
7.30pm - A letter has been forwarded to P1 & P2 pupils
regarding costume details for the Nativity Procession.
P6/7 INTO FILM FESTIVAL
“On the 19th November we went to the Strule Arts Centre in
Omagh to see a film called “The Eagle Huntress.” It was about a
girl called Aishol-pan. She was a 13 year old girl who lived in
Kazakh. Her dad was an eagle hunter and she wanted to become
an eagle huntress just like her father. They both went to the
mountains to find her very own eagle and Aishol-pan trained to
become a huntress. She then entered a competition. She was the
only female in the competition and she actually won it. We all
loved the movie.”
By Grace Brogan P6
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ECO COUNCIL UPDATE
“This term so far we have successfully got our “Recycling
Centre” up and running. We are encouraging everyone to
bring in old batteries to our recycling centre as we can
dispose of them properly in our battery bin. Thanks to
Matthew Cassidy for bringing this in. We have this to make
sure that the batteries are not going in the wrong bins
because they are toxic and extremely bad for the
environment.
In September we made a log pile and placed it at the back of
the mobile, in a safe place. We would like to thank Connor
Devine for bringing in the logs. We also made a stone pile
and put it at the back of the school. We built those to create
more biodiversity in our school. We now also have blue bins
in each classroom to make sure that we can encourage more
recycling.
We are trying our best to get our “Green Flag” this year and
we would also like to thank Mrs Bradley for everything that
she has done for our Eco-council.”
By Cara Devine & Lucy McCrossan
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COMMUNITY CENTRE HALLOWEEN COMPETITION
“I coloured in a Halloween poster with a tree, a graveyard,
pumpkins, ghosts and bats for a competition run by the
Community Centre. I won a prize of sweets, markers and
stamps. I was so excited when I opened it. It was really
grateful for my reward.”
By Aodhan Ward P7
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HURLING COACHING P6/7
“On Fridays a coach called Ethan comes to our school to
teach us Hurling. The first week, he taught us how to strike
the ball on the ground. By the second week he taught us how
to strike the ball hard and accurately. On the third week he
taught us about agility, balance and co-ordination. Ethan is
a great coach because he is very funny and he demonstrates
the activity we are going really well. We think Hurling is a
good sport for children our age.”
By Jack McConnell & Erin Daly P7.
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TOM SWEENEY CONCERT
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“Tom Sweeney came to our school for Halloween. He was
very funny and he sang funny songs with us. Tom has curly
hair and he played a guitar. One of the songs he played was
“Twinkle Twinkle Little Star.” We all loved it.”
By Anna Corrigan P3.
CHILDREN IN NEED

Massive thanks to all who donated on our non-uniform day.
A total of £156 was raised on the day.
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PRINCIPAL AWARDS – October - Awarded for “Being a
Maths Whizz!”
P1 Eimear McCrory
P2 Harry McCorkell & Ellie McGuigan
P3 Harry McCrossan & Anna Corrigan
P4 Fintan Ellis & Cahir Conway
P5 Áine McCreanor
P6 Lucy McCrossan & Anna Kelly
P7 Erin Daly & Kevin O’Hagan
ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 2019 – The pupils completed a “Be
Kind” task with their parents as part of a Whole School Antibullying Week Topic. Their responses were amazing!
Here’s hoping it is all put into practice!
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Principal Awards were also presented for this area this
month.
PRINCIPAL AWARDS – November – Awarded for “Being
kind.”
P1 P.J. Tracey
P2 Aáron McCullagh & Niamh McCullagh
P3 Mia Hamilton & Conan McGovern
P4 Katie McCullagh & Lucy McSwiggan
P5 Carla Turner
P6 Alecia McCorkell & Jamie Clarke
P7 Tia Masumba & Cara Devine
BREAKFAST CLUB – Please make the most of our Breakfast
Club by dropping pupils off between 8.30 and 8.45am. Some
pupils are arriving at 8.55am and are not getting time to eat the
breakfast as all has to be cleared away by 9.00am.
Unfortunately, we cannot keep open after 9.00am as breakfast
club staff are not available after this time.
THURSDAY 5TH DECEMBER - PANTO TRIP – “Mary Poppins”
– In St. Joseph’s Hall, Omagh starting at 10.00am. Could all
pupils please wear uniform on this day as there will be a large
number of schools attending. They also need a packed lunch
and do not need to bring any money with them. We hope to
return to the school at around 1.30pm. Cost is £4.50 per pupil.
We will pay £250 transport costs from School Funds.
BLYTHSWOOD SHOEBOX APPEAL – Thank you to everyone
who took part – We collected 62 in total which was fantastic!
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PARENTS MEETINGS – Wednesday 4th December – PLEASE
CHECK LETTERS FOR TIME. School will close for pupils at 12
noon on this day. Please make arrangements to have your child
picked up at this time.
WEDNESDAY 11TH DECEMBER – CHRISTMAS DINNER
The cost of our Christmas dinner will be £2.60, the same as a
normal school dinner. We would appreciate if we had an idea of
numbers by Friday 6th December. This is always a lovely school
occasion where the majority of children take part. Even if your
child is normally on lunches, it would be a lovely opportunity for
them to join with the others and take Christmas dinner on this
day. Heather, the Supervisory Assistants and the Classroom
Assistants go to great lengths to make it very special and
memorable. The dinner never, ever disappoints! The pupils may
wear their Christmas jumpers and hats on this day!
NEW P1 INTAKE – The way in which parents apply for P1
places is has changed. There will be a new ONLINE
APPLICATION PROCESS for children due to start school in
September 2020. Information on the procedures for P1 school
admissions in September 2020 will be available on the EA
website https://www.eani.org.uk on Thursday 19th December
2019
ELECTION 12th DECEMBER - As you are aware, the
forthcoming UK Parliamentary election will take place on 12th
December 2019. We would like to harness your support for our
campaign against the ongoing austerity measures in Education.
Therefore, we kindly request that you question local
representatives about their intentions to address this grave
financial situation, the actions that they have taken to date and
the actions they intend to take if elected.
Here are some suggested questions that you might like to
consider:
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 How is your party approaching the area of cuts to
education budgets?
 How are our schools going to function effectively if they do
not have enough money to pay for essential resources
including teachers, classroom assistants and supervisory
assistants? What is your party going to do about this?
 What is your party’s position on education cuts impacting
the funding for children with special and additional needs?
What is your party going to do about this?
 Some schools are in need of essential maintenance and
improvement works. If elected, how is your party going to
secure appropriate funding for this work?
 Within the education service, it is recognised that
substantial education funds never reach the schools. What
is your party going to do to remedy this situation?
 What will your party do to support schools to meet the cost
of essential services such as Counselling and Speech and
Language intervention?
In order to change this situation, it is vital that parents continue
to support schools by consistently highlighting the unacceptable
and unsustainable financial situation within schools.
We thank you for your on-going support.
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS - SCHOOL WILL FINISH ON FRIDAY
20th DECEMBER AT 11am. There will be no dinners on this day.
School will re-open on WEDNESDAY 8th JANUARY 2020.
DATES FOR THE DIARY
Confirmation – Sunday 26th April 2020 – 10.00am St. Mary’s
Rouskey.
First Confession – Monday 30th March 2020 – 7.00pm St.
Patrick’s Church Gortin.
First Communion – Sunday 7th June 2020 – 11.00am St.
Patrick’s Church Gortin.
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Many more photos from our school activities can be viewed
online on www.stpatricksgortin.com
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